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COVID: ONE YEAR LATER

Spiritual preparation for Holy Week should in-
clude accompanying Jesus in his Passion  
and death with prayer. Bishop Michael G. 
Duca, showing venerating the cross on Good 
Friday in 2020 at St. Joseph Cathedral in  
Baton Rouge, has issued Palm Sunday and 
Holy Week guidelines, which can be found on 
page 7. File photo by Richard Meek | The Catholic Commentator

By Richard Meek
The Catholic Commentator

Please see related stories  
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As the novel coronavirus began to 
spread its carnage in the Northwest and 
Northeast corners of the country a year 
ago, bishops in Louisiana began to meet 
to discuss their own plans. 

Bishop Michael G. Duca soon gath-
ered Episcopal Vicar Father Jamin Da-
vid, Vicar General Father Tom Ranzino 
and several other diocesan leaders to 
discuss the practical realities of what 
a lockdown might look like. By mid-
March the diocese had drafted its own 
set of protocols. Churches were soon 
shuttered, church bells silenced, and 
choirs muted as Gov. John Bel Edwards 
issued a statewide lockdown. 

Father David ad-
mitted the decision 
to close churches 
was difficult but 
the right thing to 
do because of so 
many unknowns 
at that time.  What 
followed was adapt-
ing to live under the 
cloak of uncertain-
ty, fretting about 
finances, wonder-
ing when churches 
would reopen and if 
parishioners would 
even return.

 “It led to a whole 
host of questions, 
constantly caus-
ing us to look with 
eyes forward to 
what these changes 
would mean liturgi-
cally and how they 
would affect the ad-
ministrative life in 
our parishes,” said 
Father David, who is also pastor at St. 
Margaret, Queen of Scotland Church 
in Albany. “How were we going to go to 
still be able to go to church, because we 
are an incarnational church, without 

being able to touch 
and be physically 
present to people 
was of chief con-
cern; this would 
surely result in 
a very different 
celebration of the 
sacraments.”

Diocesan of-
ficials braced for 
a financial boon-
doggle, forecast-
ing a potential 15 
to 20% decline in 
revenue. Fortu-
nately, the fiscal 
year ending June 
30, which includ-
ed two months of 
the lockdown and 
about six weeks of 
churches reopen-
ing, resulted in 
only a 5% decrease 
in revenue.  Father 
David said for fis-
cal year 2021-22 

revenue will likely also decrease five to 
10%.

“Fortunately (the more dire fore-
cast) has not happened. It was much 
better than anticipated,” Father David 

said. “Some parishes saw declines in 
revenue; some increased in revenue, 
which is sort of strange given the cir-
cumstances.”

Bishop Duca provided financial as-
sistance with a 10% reduction in what 
the parish usually pays to the diocese. 
Also, many parishes were able to secure 
PPP funding.

Ultimately, however, taking advan-
tage of modern technology appears to 
have been the most effective avenue 
for parishes to mitigate their financial 
concerns. Live streaming Masses be-
came the norm and remain so, even as 
churches have reopened.  

Many clergy members, including 
deacons, have launched podcasts or 
other social media avenues as a means 
of keeping in touch with parishioners. 
Communications Secretary Father 
Chris Decker held a nightly prayer 
service via social media during the 
lockdown, which would become quite 
popular.

St. Thomas More Church in Baton 
Rouge pastor Father Michael Alello 
attracted viewers from as far away as 
California and Canada for his live-
streamed Mass. Not surprisingly, dona-
tions began to come in from throughout 
the country.  STM also held a virtual 

PAGE 13
Bishop Duca’s 

Easter message

SEE PANDEMIC PAGE 16

SEE HOLY WEEK PAGE 15

Jesus should be focus of Holy Week

Diocese 
adapts in 
pandemic

A chair with a single rose was placed 
on the altar in the chapel at Our Lady 
of the Lake Regional Medical Center in 
Baton Rouge to honor those who have 
died in the past year during the COV-
ID-19 pandemic. Candles were also lit 
during a remembrance service at the 
chapel March 18. Photo by Richard Meek | The 
Catholic Commentator

By Debbie Shelley
The Catholic Commentator

Holy Week, the summit of the li-
turgical year, beckons us to set aside 
our sufferings and struggles, which 
have likely been many in this past 
year, and accompany Jesus in his Pas-
sion and death to save humanity. 

By preparing and being open in 
mind and heart we unite those trials 
with Christ’s and we experience joy, 
rebirth and renewal at Easter, say 
priests of the Diocese of Baton Rouge.

“In the midst of the death and suf-
fering we are passing through, is it 
possible to focus on what truly mat-
ters and not pursue shadows?” said 
Father Eliseus O. Ibeh MSP, pastor 

of St. Benedict the Moor Church in 
Napoleonville. “Yes, we can because 
we are not alone in our present situa-
tion. He is with us, he is still our Em-
manuel.”

The first thing as we prepare for 
Holy Week is to accompany Jesus in 
his Passion and death with prayer. It 
should be a time of spiritual renewal 
of our relationship with Jesus,  a time 
of encounter with and for Jesus. We 
can create an atmosphere of peace 
and silence in our hearts and homes 
in order to be “still and know that ‘I 
am God’ (Ps.46:10.),” he said.

Acknowledging that the distrac-
tions of our daily schedule can at 
times block us from the source of our 
being, who is God, Father Ibeh em-

phasized that Holy Week is a time to 
rekindle the fire of prayer.

The second focus should be on the 
person of Jesus, Father Ibeh pointed 
out,

“He must be at the center of our 
Holy Week preparation,” he said. 
“Nothing should distract us from 
him, not even our daily problems of 
life including COVID-19. This is the 
week that he took away our infirmi-
ties and bore our diseases. Therefore, 
we should face the future with hope, 
knowing that evil and suffering will 
never have the last answer. If we focus 
our attention on him at this time, he 
will give us the spiritual strength and 
grace we need tomorrow with hope.”
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What did Jesus accomplish?

FA I  H
Life-Giving 

SEE GOSPEL PAGE 6

Holy Saturday and Jesus’ tomb

By Dina Dow

The holiest of weeks in the life of the 
church begins. Forty days of prayer, fasting 
and almsgiving leads the faithful to three 
final steppingstones, the shortest yet richest 
of liturgical seasons, the sacred 
triduum: Holy Thursday, Good 
Friday and Easter. 

The sacred triduum is one li-
turgical season for three consecutive 
days as we recapitulate the final hours 
of Jesus’ life on earth that end with the be-
ginning of new life in the resurrection of the 
Lord. The entire hope of our faith is woven 
in the magnificence of the celebration of “the 
paschal mystery of Christ’s cross and resur-
rection (which) stands at the center of the 
good news that the apostles, and the church 
following them, are to proclaim to the world. 
God’s saving plan was accomplished “once for 
all” by the redemptive death of his son Jesus 
Christ” (Catechism of the Catholic Church 
571). What did Jesus accomplish?

Undo
Dr. Brant Pitre, notable Catholic biblical 

scholar, states, “And he (Jesus) has come to 
undo the effects of the fall, to undo the effects 
of the first Adam … what he’s going to accom-
plish on the cross when he undoes sin and 
its power and death and its dominion” (“The 
Jewish Roots of Holy Week: The 7 Last Days 
of Jesus”). Sin and death are effects of the 
fall, for original man was created immortal. 
Yet after the temptation, after the decision to 
doubt, after the shame, humankind immedi-
ately fell away from grace and death entered 
the world. 

St. Paul affirms: “By one man’s disobedi-
ence many (that is, all men) were made sin-
ners”: “sin came into the world through one 
man and death through sin, and so death 
spread to all men because all men sinned”  
(Catechism 402).

 We are born in the world under this con-
dition of sin, original sin. It will take one 
without sin to restore what was broken in the 
Garden of Eden, since humankind turned a 
back to God, whose covenant was to never 
abandon but always open a path to return. 
Jesus is the ultimate path, a path paved with 
love, mercy and hope. 

Emptied himself 

Jesus’ entire life was directed to the will 
of the father. By the power of Holy Spirit Je-
sus came to save us from our sins and restore 
our relationship with the father. Jesus is our 
path of life eternal. His emptiness is our full-
ness. His sacrifice is our reward. His body 

and blood is our food for 
the journey, instituted on 
the night of the Last Supper 

when our Lord shared the Pass-
over meal with his apostles. 

With his betrayer in motion, 
our Lord took, blessed and broke the bread 
declaring, “Take it; this is my body.” And 
same with the cup filled with wine, Jesus 
took, blessed and declared, “This is my blood 
of the covenant, which will be shed for many” 
(Mk 14:22-24). Jesus, the word of God, trans-
forms bread and wine that becomes his body 
and blood, the same body and blood we re-
ceive in the Eucharist, the source and summit 
of our faith from which all sacraments flow. 

In order to fulfill the sacrifice necessary to 
reverse the effects of sin and death, one who 
is without sin gave his life, emptied himself 
to destroy death and restore life. Jesus is the 
one who willingly by love accepted his mis-
sion and died so that we may live.

The breech (Is 52:13 – 53:12)
The cross is the new tree of life, whereby 

the voice of the prophet Isaiah resounds, “Yet 
it was our infirmities that he bore, our suffer-
ing that he endured … he was pierced for our 
offenses, crushed for our sins … by his stripes 
we were healed … he submitted and opened 
not his mouth, like a lamb led to the slaughter 
... if he gives his life as an offering for sin he 
shall see his descendants in a long life … he 
shall take away the sins of many and win par-
don for their offenses.” 

Christ crucified is the breech, the inter-
cessor between humanity and God. Then and 
now. With arms outstretched (the horizon-
tal), Jesus gathers the scattered into his one 
body, takes upon himself our sins and offers 
his body and blood as ransom for the libera-
tion of the captives imprisoned by sin as the 
releasor, the intercessor of God’s love, mercy 
and forgiveness, opening the gates of heaven 
(the vertical).  

Risen
As St. Paul writes, “Christ became obedient 

Holy Saturday has been de-
scribed as a “pregnant pause” be-
tween the horrific events of Good 
Friday, when Christ suffered and 
died on the cross, and the joyful cel-
ebration of his resurrection on Eas-
ter Sunday. 

During Holy Saturday Catholics 
remember Jesus’ entombment. It 
is a preparation day and a time of 
quiet and prayerful reflection on the 
true gravity of the crucifixion and 
Jesus’ redemptive sacrifice. 

The account of Jesus’ burial in 
St. Matthew 27:57-61 states:

“When it was evening, there 
came a rich man from Arimathea 
named Joseph, who was himself a 
disciple of Jesus. 

“He went to Pilate and asked for 
the body of Jesus; then Pilate or-
dered it to be handed over.

“Taking the body, Joseph 
wrapped it (in) clean linen and laid 
it in his new tomb that he had hewn 
in the rock. Then he rolled a huge 
stone across the entrance to the 
tomb and departed.

“But Mary Magdalene and the 

other Mary remained sitting there, 
facing the tomb.”

Joseph of Arimathea, described 
as rich, virtuous and likely a mem-
ber of the Great Sanhedrin in Je-
rusalem, donated his new tomb as 
a place for Jesus to be buried. This 
fulfilled the prophecy in Isaiah 
53:9 “He was given a grave among 
the wicked, a burial place with 
evildoers, though he had done no 
wrong, nor was deceit found in his 
mouth.”

On Holy Saturday, Catholics 
enter into the mystery and con-
template Jesus in the silence of the 
tomb, dead. That is until Easter 
Sunday, with the discovery of burial 
cloths and a cloth that covered Je-
sus’ head left behind as a “surprise” 
victory sign.

In fact, the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre in Jerusalem, which is 
built over what is considered the 
traditional burial site of Jesus, is a 
major Christian pilgrim destina-
tion.

The burial site was sealed in 

Father Chris Decker
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They cross foreign borders 
with families in tow, worry 
imbedded deep into the sun-
creased wrinkles lining their 
faces, young and old alike.

Contrary to the images flash-
ing across television screens, 
immigrants are much more than 
people crossing a river or scaling 
a fence to freedom.

Their eyes reveal a father 
struggling to provide for his 
family, a mother caring for her 
offspring, children wearing the 
concern of an uncertain future 

in a foreign land.
Left unspoken is the unspeak-

able horror they left behind in 
their native land, traveling hun-
dreds of miles,  if not longer, to 
find refuge in a country where 
the Statue of Liberty rolls out the 
welcome mat daily.

“Probably one of the most po-
liticized issues is the explosion 
around the world of men and 
women, families, children, seek-
ing to immigrate to a better life,” 
Bishop Michael G. Duca said. 
“Seeking asylum, forced to flee 
their homes and seek a better 
life.”

“In a political world the immi-

grant, the refugee, the asylee, is 
looked on as the problem, main-
ly because their plight and the 
difficulties are so great,” he add-
ed. “Today we need to see this 
problem not through the eyes of 
politics. If we are truly Catholics, 
if we truly are disciples of Jesus 
Christ, the first place we go to 
frame our actions is going to be 
the Gospel. 

“It’s going to be how do we 
as disciples welcome the immi-
grant, those looking for a better 
life.”

Bishop Duca joined Catholic 
Charities of the Diocese of Baton 
Rouge executive director David 

Aguillard and CCDBR immigra-
tion services attorney Jeb Rich-
ard on March 10 for a YouTube 
presentation titled “Immigrants 
in Louisiana: A Catholic Per-
spective.”

The presentation includ-
ed how the Diocese of Baton 
Rouge, specifically CCDBR, has 
responded to the immigration 
crisis, how Catholics are called 
to live out the Gospel message to 

accept immigrants and facts and 
figures clearly showing the value 
immigrants bring to the country.

Aguillard explained the often 
misinterpreted meanings of im-
migrants, refugees and asylees. 
He said immigrants are people 
in the United States with per-
mission, coming to work, study 
or possibly for health reasons.

Refugees, he said, are people 
SEE REFUGEE PAGE 11

Finding Jesus in the eyes of immigrants

Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Baton Rouge has played prominent roles in reuniting immigrant and 
asylee families, often provided for emotional reunions at airports in Baton Rouge and New Orleans. Bishop 
Michael G. Duca said immigrants “should not be demonized” but viewed as equal through “our own eyes.” 
File photo by Richard Meek | The Catholic Commentator 
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Catholic schools successfully navigate challenges
By Bonny Van

The Catholic Commentator

One year after Catholic schools closed 
their doors on the 2019-2020 school 
year, principals, teachers, staff, parents 
and students have adjusted, altered and 
adapted to one of the biggest learning 
curves in their lives: how to educate more 
than 14,000 students during a global 
pandemic. 

Dr. Melanie Palmisano, superinten-
dent of Catholic Schools for the Diocese 
of Baton Rouge, has weathered many 
storms during her 35 years in education, 
once as a Catholic school principal in 
New Orleans during Hurricane Katrina 
and again as superintendent during the 
flood of 2016 in Baton Rouge. However, 
the public health emergency is something 
completely different, she said, and school 
principals have had to constantly monitor 
updates from the Center for Disease Con-
trol (CDC), the Louisiana Department of 
Health and the Louisiana Department of 
Education.

“We know how to handle hurricanes, 
we know how to handle floods: you clean 
it and you rebuild it. But this pandemic – 

this was an emergency situation that none 
of us had in our wheelhouse, with how to 
deal with a germ that you can’t see and is 
highly contagious,” said Palmisano.

Summer workshops and development 
programs for principals and assistant 
principals, along with individual school 
site visits from a health consulting group 
from Our Lady of the Lake Regional Med-
ical Center in Baton Rouge, helped Cath-
olic schools get ready to open by August, 
according to Palmisano. The consultation 
was paid for by the Coronavirus Aid, Re-
lieve and Economic Security (CARES) Act 
from the federal government. 

Palmisano added educators also con-
sidered a school reopening plan from 
Loyola University Chicago which suggest 
three options: online only, in person and 
a hybrid of the first two with students al-
ternating days in class and online. 

Michelle Gardiner, principal of St. 
Jude the Apostle School in Baton Rouge, 
said the planning and consultation during 
the summer were a tremendous help in 
getting students back on campus. 

“The faculty and staff, in our contin-
ued efforts to keep our school commu-
nity moving forward in a positive direc-

tion, adopted the motto of Dory, from 
the Disney movie, ‘Finding Nemo:’ ‘just 
keep swimming, just keep swimming,’ ” 
said Gardiner. “This reminded us that if 
we work together as a school community 
towards a common goal, then we will all 
come out of the pandemic stronger.”

“Our school year has been outstand-
ing,” said Katy Ullrich, whose daughter 
Paige is in the sixth grade 
at St. Jude. “My daughter 
was so happy to be back 
in school with her friends 
and her teachers.  I think 
it’s incredibly import-
ant that our children are 
physically in school.”

“The biggest chal-
lenge for us would be the 
limited movement be-
tween classrooms,” said 
Adrienne Vaughn, whose 
third-grade son Colin also 
attends St. Jude. “It’s understandable 
though.”

Ellen Lee, principal of St. Michael the 
Archangel High School in Baton Rouge, 
admitted social distancing could be a 
challenge for teenagers but said students 
worked hard to keep a safe distance. Also, 
she said allowing sports and after-school 
activities “although conducted differently 
this year, have helped our students devel-
op their own gifts and talents.”

 “Our teachers are the real heroes,” 
Lee said. “They have adapted lessons for 
online learning, welcome remote-in stu-
dents who were quarantined and taken 
on extra duties to ensure safety protocols 
were followed.”

St. Michael senior Drew Seelbach, who 
is also student body president, said stu-
dents were grateful to be back on campus. 

“I think overall it has been great, 
though,” said Seelbach. “Being at school 
gives everyone a chance to live a some-
what normal life and be able to see their 
friends everyday.”

And there have been plenty of lessons 
learned along the way. Palmisano said 
one student who rode the bus became ill 
and all 23 bus riding students had to be 
quarantined after it was discovered there 
was no seating chart or distance among 
the riders. She said after the incident, 
teachers took charge and assigned seats.

Also, during the first semester of the 
2020-2021 school year, there were no 
middle school sports and staff members 
with Child Nutrition Services delivered 
“every breakfast and every lunch to every 
child in every classroom,” said Palmisano. 
The spring semester has witnessed limit-
ed sports for middle school and students, 
spaced six feet apart, back in the cafete-
rias getting their own food and either sit-
ting spaced apart or going back to their 
classrooms to eat.

Even faced with the harsh reality of the 
seriousness of coronavirus, there were 

some light moments. Emily Vincent said 
her son Eli, a seventh-grader at St. Jude, 
mentioned the creative mask designs on 
“free dress” days, including some masks 
with LED lights. And, her daughter Stella, 
a freshman at St. Joseph’s Academy in Ba-
ton Rouge, had some comical turns trying 
to navigate the one-way traffic set up in 
hallways and stairways.

“For my oldest daugh-
ter, the beginning of the 
year made for some hi-
larious moments of never 
remembering which stair-
wells were designated ‘up’ 
and which were ‘down,’ ” 
said Vincent. “New school, 
one-way hallways, one-di-
rection stairwells … lots 
of laughing, lost girls. But 
they quickly learned their 
way.”

Palmisano said the rate 
of infection among students from Au-
gust to February was 3% and just a little 
higher, 11%, for faculty, who might have 
more opportunities for exposure with a 
working spouse or other circumstances. 
She said the biggest challenge has been 
among the pre-K and kindergarten class-
es, where the six-feet apart guideline is 
next to impossible.

“So when one of those teachers gets 
sick,” she said, “the principals have to 
quarantine those classes. The principals 
make that decision, following the LDH 
(Louisiana Department of Health) guide-
line.”

Meanwhile, educators also have been 
busy monitoring education. Palmisano 
said Catholic Schools received its five-
year accreditation from the Southern As-
sociation of Colleges and Schools during 
the pandemic with reports due in Septem-
ber and December and an on-site visit in 
February. She also said test results from 
the ACT Aspire, taken in August, showed 
“no learning loss” from the previous year, 
even though classes went to online learn-
ing in March, April and May. 

“I was surprised. Every school super-
intendent expected learning loss and they 
started writing about it in the journals, 
how they’re going to address learning 
gaps and learning loss,” she said. “We 
didn’t have that.”

Palmisano said the key to getting 
through the year has been keeping the 
students at the forefront of everything, 
from health and mental well-being to ed-
ucation.

“We made lemonade out of lemons,” 
said Palmisano. “We made sure that we 
kept the students’ education and for-
mation and connecting to them as little 
learners a priority and worked every-
thing around that. So we were totally stu-
dent-focused, and we got really clear on 
continuing this ministry. There was resil-
ience and resolve this year.”

“Our teachers  
are the real 

heroes.”  
Ellen Lee

Principal, St. Michael  
the Archangel  

High School
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On a July day this past sum-
mer, Victor Howell eased into 
his favorite chair, settling in 
to watch an afternoon of golf, 
mindful of a few sniffles he had 
been recently experiencing.

Two hours later, Howell was 
in the Our Lady of the Lake Re-
gional Medical Center in Baton 
Rouge emergency room, with 
doctors asking him if he had a 
living will.

Howell’s first thought was 
“How did I get here? Two hours 
ago everything was good.”

Howell’s sudden health crisis 
was emblematic of how rapidly 
COVID-19 can strike and quickly 
become a death sentence.

“This is what COVID looks 
like,” Howell said during a re-
membrance service for corona-
virus victims on March 18 at Our 
Lady of the Lake. 

Similar scenarios have been 
repeated at OLOL and hos-
pitals worldwide during the 
pandemic, which announced 
its presence in the Baton 
Rouge area in March, 2020. 
“All of a sudden we started get-
ting hit with tons of 
very sick patients, 
sicker than we’ve ever 
seen, and dying real-
ly quickly,” said Dr. 
Mary Raven, medical 
director of Palliative 
Care at Our Lady of 
the Lake.

Death seemingly 
became a daily com-
panion, with patients 
being admitted one 
day, “crashing” on the 
second and dying on 
the third, Raven said. 
“Critical care doctors 
said they have never 
seen patients this sick. We’ve 
never seen patients this critically 
ill where it is just irretrievable.”

Raven admitted even the 
staff experienced a bit of a pan-
ic in those early days, wonder-
ing if the disease was so infec-
tious that they could walk into 
a COVID ICU, get infected and 
die. “But you show up for work, 
do the things leadership is telling 
us to do, and you go into the unit 
and you see six to eight nurses 
taking care of patients all day 
long. They are doing it so by God 
I ought to be able to do it,” said 
Raven, who survived what she 
called a mild case of the virus in 

December. 
Lillian Tate, who works in 

the COVID-19 units, remem-
bers how 12-hour shifts turned 
into 14 and 16 hours. She recalls 
nurses encouraging each other, 
comforting each other, pray-
ing together and changing their 
PPEs perhaps more than 30 
times a day. 

“Nothing can prepare you for 
being on the frontline of a COVID 
unit,” she said. “It is emotionally 
and physically draining.”

Initially, Raven said her 
team’s focus was how best to 
support the ICU physicians, not-
ing the skill set of she and her 
staff is centered around end of 
life care, talking to family mem-
bers in difficult times. Since it 
was apparent early that families 
would not be able to be present 
with their loved ones, priority 
shifted to how to talk to family 
members via phone or Face Time 
about a loved one in deteriorat-
ing health. 

Raven’s staff, along with other 
doctors and nurses, made three 
phone calls a day to the family of 
each COVID-19 patient to update 
their loved one’s condition, in-
cluding relating data points such 

as vital signs and meds. At least 
one of those calls would come 
from a doctor. 

“The goal was to try to be 
(the family’s) eyes and ears and 
to help them understand day by 
day what was happening, and 
if things were not going well to 
help them understand things 
were not going well,” Raven said.

She would often rehearse 
what she would say prior to the 
call, especially if the news was 
devastating.  

“None of this is easy if you can 
make eye contact and hold a per-
son’s hand and they can see your 
face and see that you care,” Ra-

ven said. “You lost that attribute 
so you are really left with (your) 
voice. You have to use your words 
carefully. It’s not the way we like 
to communicate.”

State Sen. Regina Barrow, 
whose lost her hus-
band of 36 years 
in December, said 
she was grateful for 
the daily updates, 
which would come 
in the morning, 
midday and in the 
evening, clinging to 
a lifeline of hope. 

“We were all ex-
cited,” she said after 
one particular call 
“but suddenly that 
changed.”

Even though her 
husband did not 
survive, she and her 
family have “no doubt they were 
doing everything they could 
to make sure he would return 
home.”

During those first few months 
Raven and her partner would 
be seeing from 13 to 20 patients 
during the morning and spend-
ing the afternoon calling fami-
lies. 

In total, her team has 
treated about 200 pa-
tients, with the majority 
having died. 

“This is what we do 
every day,” Raven said of 
her staff of herself, three 
nurse practitioners and 
three additional physi-
cians who are specially 
trained in caring for pa-
tients in their final days. 
“It was just more of it.

“We do a good job of 
taking care of each oth-
er, and it also helps to 
disconnect from work 
when you go home to 

turn the switch off and turn it 
back on when you go to work.”

She said the redeeming value 
was knowing their work was im-
portant and making a difference 
in the lives of families suffering. 

“If there was ever a time for 
palliative care it was this year,” 
she said. 

Raven said as the summer 
wore on, the number of deaths 
declined as front-line physicians 
gained an increased understand-
ing of how to provide better sup-
portive care for patients. But her 
team still cares for patients who 
have survived the acute phase 
of the disease but have not been 

able to mount a strong enough 
recovery to function off of life 
support.

“When we are called in now, 
it’s usually somebody who sur-
vived the first two to three weeks 

but is still critically ill and seem-
ingly not able to survive the 
overall burden of the disease,” 
she said.

One year after the hospital 
admitted its first case, Raven 
said she is encouraged by declin-
ing numbers in cases and deaths. 
Two of the COVID-19 units have 
been able to close, which she 
called a “great sign.”

“The mood is more upbeat, 
optimistic around the hospital,” 
she said.

Her unit only has one active 
COVID-19 patient and anoth-
er who has had the disease for 
more than three weeks and is in 
the traditional ICU.

Raven said the staff was well 

prepared to treat COVID pa-
tients because of the hospital 
leadership, PPEs and other ne-
cessities before the first case 
even arrived. 

“The leadership here has been 
very strong,” Raven 
said. “We always had 
what we needed but the 
disease is just so bad 
no matter what you did 
(some patients) were 
going to die.”

She also praised Dr. 
Katie O’Neal, an infec-
tious disease expert 
who was appointed 
chief medical officer 
shortly before the pan-
demic struck.

“It really was almost 
like God’s will she was 
put in the right posi-
tion at the right time,” 

Raven said. 
She noted that faith has also 

played a role in helping cope 
with the horrors of the pandem-
ic, saying that about 99% of the 
families she has seen have strong 
belief systems. 

“That gives me comfort and 
we try to tap into that to help 
families find comfort in death,” 
Raven said.

During the remembrance ser-
vice candles were lit in honor of 
those who have died from the 
virus.

“We lost many staff members 
and loved ones but by the grace 
of God we are still here,” Raven 
said. “We are vessels of God to 
care for those most in need.”

‘This is what COVID looks like’

Dr. Mary Raven

Victor Howell
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Paschal mystery/Free will
Q I have heard the term “Pas-

chal Mystery.”  What does that 
mean?

A The paschal 
mystery is an 
important part 

of our Catholic faith, 
so much so that we 
declare it every Sun-
day during Mass when 
we recite the Nicene 
Creed.  There are four 
parts of the Paschal 
Mystery:

• Jesus’ Passion
• His death
• His resurrec-

tion 
• His ascension 

into heaven
In the Nicene Creed 

we pray:
“For our sake he was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate” (Jesus’ Passion),
“He suffered death and was buried” 

(his death),
“and rose again on the third day in 

accordance with the Scriptures (his 

resurrection),
“He ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right 
hand of the father” 
(his ascension into 
heaven).

Our Catholic faith 
has many myster-
ies that God has 
revealed to us.  The 
paschal mystery 
reveals to us that “by 
dying he destroyed 
our death, rising he 
restored our life.” 
The Catechism of 
the Catholic Church 
states, “God’s saving 
plan was accom-
plished ‘once for all’ 
by the redemptive 
death of his son 

Jesus Christ” (CCC 571). 
Because there are four distinct parts 

of this paschal mystery, the church 
gives us a lot of time to experience it, 
to “bask in the moment,” about 50 days 
from the beginning of Jesus’ Passion to 

his ascension into heaven.  During that 
time, Our Lord prepared his followers 
and now he prepares us, to share in 
this mystery by proclaiming it, sharing 
it and celebrating it. Lent is a perfect 
time to prepare for and contemplate 
this mystery.    

Q How can a loving and caring 
God send someone to hell for all 
eternity?

A First, let’s get this straight.  God 
does not want anyone to go to 
hell. He “wills everyone to be 

saved and come to the knowledge of 
the truth” (1 Tim 2:4).  But he has given 
us all free will.  We can either love or 
not love him; we can either serve or 
not serve him; we can embrace him or 
turn our back to him.  It is our choice.  
He will not force us to do anything 
against our will.  In reality, by choos-
ing to reject his love and forgiveness 
by remaining in the state of mortal 
sin, one condemns oneself to hell.  God 
respects our choice.  What kind of a 
just God would he be if he rejected 
our choice and granted the kingdom 

of heaven to all, even to those who re-
jected him?  Eternal damnation “is not 
attributed to God’s initiative because 
in his merciful love he can only desire 
the salvation of the beings he created” 
(St. John Paul II, General Audience, 
July 28, 1999).   

At the end of our life, our choice 
becomes definitive.  We cannot change 
our mind after death.  But, as long as 
we are alive, we can change our mind 
and seek God’s forgiveness, and he 
will grant it to us.  All we need to do 
is be sorry for our sins and celebrate 
the sacrament of reconciliation.  The 
Catechism states, “There is no one, 
however wicked and guilty, who may 
not confidently hope for forgiveness, 
provided his repentance is honest.  
Christ who died for all men desires that 
in his church the gates of forgiveness 
should always be open to anyone who 
turns away from sin” (CCC 982).

DEACON HOOPER is a deacon assistant 
at Immaculate Conception Church in 
Denham Springs. He can be reached at 
ghooper@diobr.org.

Stump the Deacon  
Deacon George Hooper

GOSPEL 
From page 2

to the point of death, even death on a 
cross. Because of this, God greatly exalt-
ed him and bestowed on him the name 
which is above every name … and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the father” (Phil 2:8-
9, 11). We confess the resurrection of the 
Lord, Jesus Christ, as the reason for our 
hope.  We read in the Catechism, “by 
his death, Christ liberates us from sin; 
by his resurrection, he opens for us the 
way to a new life. This new life is above 
all justification that reinstates us in God’s 
grace, ‘so that as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the father, we 
too might walk in newness of life.’ Justi-
fication consists in both victory over the 
death caused by sin and a new participa-
tion in grace. By grace we become adopt-
ed sons and daughters, and thus share in 
the divine life of Jesus, the son of God” 
(Catechism 654).

This is a new reality for us as Chris-
tians, as the Catechism continues, “Fi-
nally, Christ’s resurrection – and the 
risen Christ himself is the principle and 
source of our future resurrection. Christ 
has been raised from the dead, the first 
fruits of those who have fallen asleep. For 
as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall 
all be made alive. The risen Christ lives in 
the hearts of his faithful while they await 
that fulfillment. In Christ, Christians, 
their lives are swept up by Christ into the 
heart of divine life, so that they may ‘live 
no longer for themselves but for him who 

for their sake died and was raised.” (Cat-
echism 655). As Christians we gratefully 
with joy live for Jesus, who died for us.

Regeneration
By Christ’s resurrection, we are saved 

from death and have new life, a life that 
begins in baptism. We read in the Cate-
chism, “The blood and water that flowed 
from the pierced side of the crucified 
Jesus are types of Baptism and the Eu-
charist, the sacraments of new life” (Cat-
echism 1255).  “Holy baptism is the basis 
of the whole Christian life, the gateway to 
life in the Spirit and the door which gives 
access to the other sacraments. Through 
baptism we are freed from sin and reborn 
as sons of God; we become members of 
Christ, are incorporated into the church 
and made sharers in her mission: “Bap-
tism is the sacrament of regeneration 
through water in the word” (Catechism 
1213). 

The incredible gift we have in the sac-
raments abundantly overflows in grace 
of divine unity, the breech filled by Jesus’ 
Passion, death and resurrection. We pray, 
“Save us, savior of the world, for by your 
Cross and Resurrection, you have set us 
free” (Roman Missal). Happy Easter!

The Year of St. Joseph
We ask for the intercession of St. Jo-

seph, whom God entrusted his son, Jesus 
Christ, under his care and protection, to 
protect us from all evil and strengthen 
our joy to proclaim all that Jesus accom-
plished and continues to accomplish for 
us. Amen.

Dow is the director of the Office of 
Evangelization and Catechesis.
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OUR DIOCESAN PRIESTS  
GIVE TO US EVERYDAY.

They help keep our
churches open and 

provide us 
with the sacraments 

of our 
Catholic Faith. 

On Easter Sunday 
remember them and 
all they have done. 

Give generously in the 
second collection 

to help provide them 
a retirement 
of grace and 

dignity. 

By Richard Meek
The Catholic Commentator

Bishop Michael G. Duca has issued guidelines for 
Palm Sunday and the Easter Triduum, urging parishio-
ners to wear masks at all times and continue to practice 
physical distancing.

Episcopal Vicar Father Jamin David said the bishop’s 
protocols are quite similar to what has been issued by the 
Holy See. Regarding Palm Sunday, which is March 28, 
Father David said the Church has discouraged the tradi-
tional procession of palms at the beginning of Mass. 

He said palms are allowed to be blessed at the begin-
ning of the ceremony and distributed in some fashion but 
there should no procession from one place to another.

“The protocols will force some people to rethink also 
how our churches are using congregational parts for the 
reading of the Passion,” Father David said. “Without 
having books, there might not be an opportunity to do 
that.  Some parishes might recreate disposable worship 
aids, others might simply go a more traditional route and 
have a priest and deacon read the Passion without less 
congregational participation.”  

The annual Chrism Mass will be celebrated one day 
earlier than its traditional Wednesday before Easter 
date. Bishop Duca will celebrate the 10 a.m. Mass at St. 

George Church in Baton Rouge on March 31, also mark-
ing a departure from St. Joseph Cathedral, where it nor-
mally celebrated. The Mass this year is by invitation only 
because of physical distancing regulations.

One significant change regarding the Triduum con-
cerns Holy Thursday, April 1, where the traditional wash-
ing of the feet (which is already optional) has been can-
celled for 2021. 

“That ritual will disappear for this year,” Father David 
said.  

 Additionally, following Mass many churches typically 
have a procession with the priest carrying the Blessed 
Sacrament to a different altar, perhaps a chapel outside 
of the church. According to the Holy See’s directives, 
the Blessed Sacrament must remain within the Church 
building.

The veneration of the cross will be allowed on Good 
Friday but only without touching or kissing of the cross. 
The cross can still be venerated by bowing.  Only the cel-
ebrant should kiss the cross.

Easter Vigil will look largely the same, with the fire 
and lighting of the candles allowed outside before Mass 
but with the congregation already in place. But Father 
David said some of the larger parishes might have to 
consider bringing the catechumens in for their baptism 
outside of the Easter Vigil, perhaps on Easter Sunday or 

on another Sunday in Easter, because of seating capac-
ity. Bishop Duca has given permission to pastors to do 
this if pastoral necessity warrants it.   

The ritual for the Easter Vigil, April 3, remains largely 
unchanged, with the only adjustment being that instead 
of using baptismal pools or the same water for baptizing 
the catechumens, the water being poured must be dis-
tinct for each person and separate towels should be used.

Father David said he will use a large pitcher of water at 
St. Margaret Queen of Scotland Church in Albany, where 
he is pastor. 

 Easter Sunday Masses will remain unchanged, al-
though Father David said pastors will likely have to deal 
with potentially larger crowds while maintaining physi-
cal distancing, encouraging mask wearing, and following 
capacity protocols. 

Bishop Duca issues protocols 
for Palm Sunday, triduum

Bishop Michael G. Duca has issued guidelines for Palm 
Sunday and Holy Week. File photo by Richard Meek | The Catholic Com-
mentator

COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS TO GEAUX – This year’s St. Vincent de Paul Society’s 
Count Your Blessings March 12 at Our Lady of Mercy Church in Baton Rouge was 
a successful drive-through event. The soup parade featured Chef John Folse’s 
Lenten soup of Spinach, Artichoke and Crabmeat bisque. From left, Bishop Mi-
chael G. Duca, Bishop Emeritus Robert W. Muench and Folse give dinners out to 
the long line of drivers who came to get soup. Also present were Father Cleo 
Milano, OLOM pastor, and John Pastorek, who presented a Count Your Blessings 
message on the OLOM radio channel, and OLOM and SVDP staff. Proceeds from 
the event will be used to support the charitable works of SVDP. Photo by Debbie Shelley 
| The Catholic Commentator
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By Debbie Shelley¡
The Catholic Commentator

On a balmy Friday night members of 
the Most Blessed Sacrament Church in 
Baton Rouge’s Men’s Club bantered as 
they lifted up deep fryer baskets dripping 
with sizzling golden oil that contained the 
“soul food” of Lent. 

They packaged dinners with assembly 
line efficiency and loaded them  on a cart 
and wheeled them to a long line of cars 
filled with fish fry dinner fans. 

In the Diocese of Baton Rouge, Lenten 
dinners are a favorite way to have a night 
out from the kitchen while supporting lay 
organizations that carry out the ministry 
of the church.

On a typical Friday night at MBS, the 
Men’s Club cooks up 330 pounds of fish, 
450 pounds of french fries, 1,500 hush-
puppies and hundreds of crawfish meat 
pies, according to Patrick Yarborough, the 
“food czar” of the fish dinners.

Yarborough, who has a Bachelor’s of 
Science Degree from LSU in Food Sci-
ences and works for a Baton Rouge meat 
processing company, said food safety is 
a priority, including keeping hot foods 
hot, the raw fish away from the cooked 
fish and abiding by all of the COVID-19 
safety protocols.

“Because of COVID, we wanted to sim-

plify the cooking, so we limited the num-
ber of people working,” said Yarborough.

The blessings and the challenges of the 
fish fry tradition is that so many men are 
eager to volunteer their time, but COV-
ID-19 safety restrictions make them un-
able to accommodate all of them. For fish 
fry dinners of years past, there would be 
about 50 volunteers, but this year it is lim-
ited to  25-30 volunteers.

Before COVID, the men could sit down 
and eat with their families during a break, 
but this year they are not able to do so. 
Now they might take fish dinners home 
to their family or wave and say, “See you 
guys later” and leave.

“I think the guys miss (being able to eat 
with their families),” said Yarborough.

Adapting to the times, some families 
will drive through just to see dad working.

But there’s still the abundance of fun 
and camaraderie of “guys just hanging 
out” as music flowed and dinners were 
wheeled out to a long line of awaiting 
“customers.”

For Yarborough that is part of what got 
him to volunteer and be part of the Men’s 
Club for the past 10 years.

Yarborough and his wife Blair, have two 
children, Clayton, a sophomore at St. Mi-
chael the Archangel High School in Baton 
Rouge and Clara, a seventh grader at Most 
Blessed Sacrament School.

“I wanted to get involved (with the par-
ish and school),” said Yarborough, who 
served as president of the Men’s Club for 
four years. “I got involved, and I never 
looked back.”

He noted that some of the men have 
children who have “come and gone” 
through Most Blessed Sacrament School 
and enjoyed it so much they continue to 
serve.

“I absolutely see myself doing that. I 
still plan to have fun,” said Yarborough.

Other club members agreed.
This is the first year for Christian Jaco-

mine, who has been part of the men’s club 
for three years, to participate in the fish 
fry dinners. He and his wife, Mia, have 
two children, Gianna, 5, who is in kinder-
garten at MBS, and Luca, 3, who is in the 
MBS Early Learning Center. 

Mia is a member of the Catholic Daugh-
ters of America at MBS, and some of the 
other members’ husbands were part of 
the Men’s Club, so he joined the club. He 
finds the volunteering at the dinners “easy 
going” and shares the results of the club’s 
labors with his wife and children.

“I’ve been instructed to bring some 
fish, french fries and crawfish pie home,” 
smiled Jacomine.

Lined up in the dinner pickup point in 
the MBS carpool line that was much lon-
ger than the morning carpool line were 
hungry fish fry fans.

“These guys are phenomenal, they 
rock,” said Lorie Verbois. “I told my 
daughter (Madeline) this when we pulled 
up. These guys are a bunch of fun.”

Verbois said she is an “honorary mem-
ber of the Men’s Club” because they took 
her under their wing as she helped them 
at the food court at past MBS parish fairs. 

“They work so hard and always help the 
church. They go above and beyond,” said 
Verbois.

Baton Rouge restaurant owner Andy 
McKay said the men are “pretty efficient” 
in assembling the dinners and keep the 
atmosphere “light.”

“It’s a great group of guys. I get to hang 
out with them and get in some fun times,” 
said McKay.

Steven Thompson, who “jumped in 
the club 10-12 years ago and is 100% in 
it,” said. “We talk about life,” indicating 
there’s real life happening as well on the 
food line.

MBS pastor Father Phil Spano mingled 
with the men as “the unofficial food tast-
er” and greeted people coming to pick up 
their dinners. He noted the Men’s Club 
hosts three to four dinners per year with 
proceeds to help the poor and those liv-
ing in difficult situations. 

Along with other such organizations 
as the Knights of Columbus and Catholic 
Daughters of the Americans, Father Spa-
no said MBS has a good lay ministry base 
committed to service.

“We often call on (our lay organiza-
tions) if we need people to help us,” said 
Father Spano.

Fish fry dinners live on during the pandemic

From left, Jason Stutes, Jason Aguillard, John Koehl and Charlie Gauthier prep fish for 
frying for the Most Blessed Sacrament Church in Baton Rouge’s Men’s Club fish fry. Photos 
by Debbie Shelley | The Catholic Commentator

 Francis Guillory passes out dinners to a long line of hungry fish fry fans.
Charlie Gauthier brings fish from an ice 
chest to fry.
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By Debbie Shelley
The Catholic Commentator

Our Lady of Mercy Church 
in Baton Rouge presented a 
rose of hope to families, who 
with mingling smiles and tears, 
gathered to remember their 
loved ones interred at the new 
OLOM Garden of Peace 
Memorial Columbari-
um.

Bishop Michael G. 
Duca blessed the colum-
barium March 14.

In his welcome OLOM 
pastor Father Cleo Mi-
lano noted that the Gar-
den of Peace was identi-
fied by the parish as one 
of its needs during the Tradi-
tions for Tomorrow Campaign 
six years ago.   

“And today that dream be-
comes a reality,” said Father 
Milano, who recognized every-
one who worked during con-
struction of the project.

Following the praying of 
the Divine Mercy Chaplet and 
reading of the Gospel by Dea-
con Richard Grant, deacon as-
sistant at OLOM, Bishop Duca 
prayed a committal prayer for 
the deceased in the columbar-
ium garden. Then in a message 
of comfort and hope, the bishop 
said he often asks himself how 
when it comes to the moment 
of death of a loved one “we are 
able to keep going.”

“People die everyday and so 
many have died during the pan-
demic. But the numbers don’t 
matter when we lose someone 
we love most deeply –  a child, 

grandchild, spouse, parent, a 
friend who has been with us 
our whole life,” said Bishop 
Duca. “Their lives are woven 
into our very selves. There is 
no way to separate us from that 
person and that love, and death 
seems to tear them away from 
us.”

But as attested with the 
building of the columbarium 
garden, Bishop Duca said the 
faithful are able to stand in the 
face of death. 

“We might almost be de-
stroyed, we might be brought 
low to the point that we think 
we will never rise again, but 
never despairing,” said Bishop 
Duca. 

Even in the midst of sad-
ness, there is always the light of 
faith, which Jesus spoke about 
to Nicodemus in that Sunday’s 
Gospel passage, according to 
Bishop Duca. He noted one is 
born into the world, then re-
born in baptism and born into 
eternal life at death.

“We believe in the resurrec-
tion of the body and the soul, 
which means the whole person.  
We are not a drop in the ocean. 
We base our identity on Christ 
and his resurrection,” said the 

bishop.
He said people are not de-

stroyed by death because of the 
bonds of love.

“That relationship is eter-
nal,” Bishop Duca noted. “It is 
the bonds of love we make now 
that we take with us, we truly 
take with us. That’s why we feel 

their loss so greatly. To-
day in this place, we as-
cribe not only the love 
we have for those who 
have died but our faith 
that one day we will be 
together. Our loved ones 
are not lost, we know 
where they are. One day 
we will be together with 
them.”

Bishop Duca pointed out 
that the Garden of Peace bless-
ing was held on Rose Sunday, 
which is a joyful pause during 
the somber season of Lent. 
Even as Catholics prepare to 
gaze upon Jesus on the cross 
on Good Friday, “we know the 
rest of the story” in that Jesus 
saved us in the “holiest mo-
ment of his resurrection,” said 
the bishop.

He urged attendees to pray in 
that joy and hope.

“Often I say the strength of 
our faith will minister to oth-
ers in our death,” said Bishop 
Duca.

After blessing the garden the 
bishop prayed the final bless-
ing and family and friends lin-
gered, appearing consoled that 
their loved ones are indeed not 
forgotten but remembered in 
the prayerful support and faith 
life of OLOM.

OLOM Columbarium offers peace, comfort

Bishop Duca prays the prayer of committal, with Deacon Richard Grant, behind him, then Father Cleo Mila-
no, pastor of Our Lady of Mercy Church, at the OLOM Garden of Peace Memorial Columbarium blessing on 
March 14. Photo by Debbie Shelley | The Catholic Commentator

“Our loved ones are not lost, we 
know where they are. One day 
we will be together with them.”

Bishop Michael G. Duca
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who have applied and gone 
through an extensive vetting 
process to be admitted to the 
U.S.

Asylees are those who “pre-
sented our borders” or have fear 
for their lives of religious perse-
cution or political persecution 
returning to their home coun-
tries.

“In today’s realities these dif-
ferences don’t necessarily apply,” 
Aguillard said. “I want to ask 
you to think about the people we 
are talking about the way I think 
about this: that they are fathers, 
parents, just like me, trying to do 
what is best for their families in 
conditions I can’t even imagine.”

Bishop Duca said immigrants 
do not want to leave their homes 
but need to do so to seek protec-
tion and peace, avoiding the evils 
that are being visited upon them. 
He said immigrants should 
not be demonized but viewed 
through “our own eyes, as equal, 
as men and women who are suf-
fering and can we reach out and 
help them.”

“This issue calls for a deep dive 
to understand what it means to 
be a disciple and what it means 
to be a citizen of this word,” the 
bishop said. “This right to move 
around is based in the funda-
mental principle that men, wom-
en and children have the right 
to life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness.”

Bishop Duca said every coun-
try has a right to regulate its bor-
ders and control immigration 
but at the same time there must 
be order.

“We need to see our place in 
the human family, and we can-
not regulate our borders for our 
own self-interest,” he said. “We 
must always be willing to recog-
nize we need to find space in our 
country to help those in need as 
we would hope they would help 
us if we were going to them in 
time of need.”

“Last, a country must regulate 
its borders with justice and mer-
cy,” Bishop Duca added. “Unfor-
tunately, people coming to our 
country are treated more like 
criminals.”

He said thousands of men, 
women and children ar being 
held in detention centers around 
the state and while waiting for 
their cases to be heard, are being 
“treated as criminals from the 
beginning. 

“This is not justice and mercy. 
We can have laws but they need 

to be respectful of the human 
person. We need to treat ev-
ery person as if they are Christ 
themselves.”

Aguillard noted that with Lou-
isiana being adjacent to Texas, 
the state has the second highest 
number of detained immigrants 
in the nation. He explained that 
because of Louisiana’s prison re-
form laws passed several years 
ago, several parish prisons have 
been repurposed to house de-
tainees who were either picked 
up at the borders or from other 
parts of the country. 

“This situation at the detention 
facilities really challenge us at 
the core of our Gospel and Cath-
olic mission,” he said. “These are 
not friendly places. These are de-
humanizing places.”

Richard, who works exclu-
sively with many of those in the 
detention centers, acknowledged 
immigration law is complex as 
well as expansive. His legal ser-
vices team primarily focuses on 
the legal orientation program 
and community based immigra-
tion.

Richard said by helping immi-
grants become citizens and resi-
dents they are being given per-
manence. Once an immigrant 
becomes a resident or citizen, 
the doors are open for potential-
ly helping bring additional fami-
ly members to the United States.

On a somber note, he men-
tioned that his team frequently 
assists with immigrants who are 
victims of abuse and are some of 
the most vulnerable members of 
the community. 

“Under the law, people who 
are victims of human trafficking, 
domestic violence, are provided 
special pathways  to live here 
safely and one day become citi-
zens,” he said.

His team also assists with 
children who have special ju-
venile status, an important dis-
tinct because it helps with who 
are victims of abuse, abandon-
ment or neglect by their par-
ents to remain in the country 
legally and to become residents 
and citizens.

Aguillard also pointed out the 
positive financial impact immi-
grants have on the local econ-
omy, debunking the myth they 
are a strain on the economy and 
here to take jobs from Ameri-
cans.

Rather than thinking about 
immigration in terms of the me-
dia frenzy or politicians seeking 
to score political points, Aguil-
lard asked to focus what immi-
grants contribute to the country.

 “Overwhelming, it is a net 
positive,” he said.

He acknowledges security con-
cerns and the popular myth that 
thousands of terrorist refugees 
have been allowed to enter the 
country. But he said the United 
States refugee program is one of 
the safest in the world and that 
the vetting process can last five 
to 15 years.

He said only about 5 to 10 per-
cent of those applying to come to 
the United States are approved. 

Immigrants also have a tre-
mendous financial impact to the 
economy, with a combined $3.6 
billion in spending power. Sta-
tistics reveal immigrants con-
tribute $415 million, undocu-
mented $50 million in local and 
state taxes. 

They also contribute another 
$800 million, undocumented 
$73 million, in federal taxes.

“The myth is immigrants take 
American jobs but in fact they 
take jobs to create more jobs,” 
Aguillard said. “They provide 
infrastructure and occupational 
type (jobs) that create and sus-
tain industries.”

According to recent date, 36% 
of immigrants work in the agri-
culture industry and an equal 
percentage in maintenance and 
landscaping. 

Aguillard said the final myth 
regarding immigration is “ce-
mented in our minds. People 
swimming across the Rio 
Grande, or rushing fences or 
tearing down barriers. 

“That is a myth.”
He said most immigrants/

refugees arrive legally with valid 
visas. He added  65 % arrive in 
American airports.

“They come to study, come to 
work,” he said.

“Through history, immigrants 
have energized our economy 
and energized our cultural di-
versity and vitality,” Aguillard 
said. “Not just economically net 
plus but being able to celebrate 
cultural diversity immigrants 
are a key part of our American 
identity.”

Bishop Duca said immigration 
is a worldwide effort, doing the 
work that many people would 
do. He asked people to get the 
facts, not just from the news, and 
learn to respond with Christian 
charity and love.

“Direct politicians to act with 
mercy and love,” he said. “There 
is always a place for mercy and 
love and treating people with the 
dignity they deserve.”

He also asked people to donate 
to catholiccharitiesbr.org
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I began our Lenten reflections two issues back on 
Feb. 26 with the prophet Joel telling us to “rend our 
hearts and not our garments.”  Lent allows us to 

do this through imitating the generosity of God’s life 
through prayer, fasting and almsgiving.  

We were invited by the Gospel of Ash 
Wednesday to follow Jesus into the desert 
in our prayer and reject all tendencies to 
selfishness, grandiosity and power over 
others. In our March 12 issue I offered 
some examples of “positive fasting” end-
ing with a list composed by Pope Francis. 
Now, during the fifth week of Lent, I 
would like to share with you a remark-
able kind of almsgiving that I found in a 
blog from one of the missionary families 
of Family Missions Company who are 
ministering in Puerto Rico.

Karen Carmody, her husband Chris 
and four children, are stationed in 
Aguada, Puerto Rico.  Missionaries live 
on not many dollars a month, so they 
don’t have much money to distribute to 
beggars.  At the same time, however, they 
often come upon individuals who, like 
Lazarus in Jesus’ parable of the neglected 
beggar, have no one to help them.  The story of how 
they brought Christ’s love to Nelson the beggar is one 
of inspired almsgiving. (I will begin with Karen writing 
about Nelson.)

“Our friend Nelson is one of the men who frequently 
begs outside of church.  At 70 years old he’s desperate 
and lost but this wasn’t always the case. Before Hur-
ricane Maria, Nelson lived with his family in a small, 
but respectable home in Aguada.  He helped out with 
the family business of making lemonade and selling it at 
carnivals and other festive events.  Nelson enjoyed the 
simple pleasures of afternoon naps in a hammock and 
playing dominoes with friends.

“After the hurricane destroyed the house, Nelson’s 
family members left town to start over elsewhere.  Nel-
son, who seems to be a bit limited in his capacities, felt 
abandoned.  For six months  following the hurricane, 
the entire country was without electricity or portable 
water.  People were doing everything they could to 
just survive.  Little by little, as the infrastructure was 
rebuilt, people’s lives began to stabilize; at least most 
people’s lives began to stabilize.

“Nelson was another story.  All of his life, Nelson’s 
livelihood was making lemonade.  When that got swept 
away he didn’t know what to do.  He told us  he looked 
for other work but nobody was hiring.  I assume that 
Nelson would qualify for government assistance, but 
how would he even go about getting it?  During the hur-
ricane all of his identifying documentation was ruined 
(birth certificate, driver’s license, etc.), and he lives in a 
structure that’s considered “uninhabitable.”  His family 
members have been concerned only with themselves, 
and the government agencies continue to struggle to 
meet the demands of the people.  

What to do?  What to do?
“In December, when we did our rosary give-away, 

we encountered Nelson in the street.  He was especially 
friendly that day and informed us that he lived nearby.  
He described his house and invited us to stop by some-
time, which we did.

“The second floor – which is where he lives – was 
destroyed by the hurricane.  Part of the roof was torn off 
and all the windows were carried away.  It is essentially 

a cement shell.  The bottom floor is actually in much 
better shape but is owned by Nelson’s brothers who, al-
though they have no interest in living there themselves, 
refuse to allow him to use the space.  The greed in this 

world never ceases to amaze me!   
“After seeing the state of Nelson’s 

house we asked if we could return 
another day, with our kids, to help him 
clean it up a bit.  He laughed and told us 
that was pointless, but finally agreed that 
we could try.

“A few days later we took a shot at tidy-
ing up. I’m happy to report that Nelson 
joyfully worked alongside us and was 
grateful beyond words for giving him 
hope. When we were getting ready to 
leave that first day, Nelson was so thank-
ful. It really warmed our hearts to see a 
twinkle in his eyes for the first time ever.

“As we were cleaning up we gath-
ered Nelson’s (really, really, really) dirty 
clothes so that we could take them home 
to wash. Prior to this it had never oc-
curred to me that without water in one’s 
house or money to buy toilet paper or 
laundry soap, clothes would get so dirty 

that burning them would seem more reasonable than 
trying to launder them.  I’m glad I didn’t know what I 
was signing up for, or I might not have offered.

“We were super excited to take Nelson’s clothes back 
to him.  We found an old wire rack in one of the piles 
of junk, cleaned it off and used it to organize his “new” 
wardrobe.  As I watched Nelson check out his new shelf, 
I got the impression that it’s been a while since he’s had 
clean clothes, or a place to put them.  He was joking that 
he couldn’t decide what to wear.  It was really cute!

“After these initial encounters with Nelson, we began 
visiting him at his home on a regular basis.  Sometimes 
we’d take him food and water, but other times we’d just 
swing by to have conversation. I’ve made a habit of col-
lecting his dirty clothes and laundering them.

“One day I found an old hammock amidst the junk 
and asked if I could take it home to repair. Nelson sleeps 
in a hammock, so it occurred to me that if he had two, 
I could rotate them out to wash, just like others do with 
bed sheets. He just laughed at me and shook his head. 
I interpreted that to mean that I could take the ham-
mock, so I did.

“A friend of ours has an industrial grade sewing 
machine and told me I could use it whenever I wanted. 
I showed their son the hammock and asked if maybe 

I could take them up on the offer to use the machine. 
Later that day I got a call from this family, asking if I 
could go to their house. When I arrived, I was shown a 
brand new hammock that they had made for Nelson out 
of scrap material. I was speechless.

“The neighbor went on to share a bit more about 
Nelson’s story and the tragedy of his situation.  They 
thanked us for coming to Aguada and for our desire to 
help people like Nelson. In between tears I explained 
that my family and I are just conduits of other people’s 
love. That has been the ongoing theme of our mission. 
We simply provide others with a means to share their 
resources and love with others who are in great need.

“The next day we set out to give Nelson his new bed.  
Chris and I were joking that going to work looks a whole 
lot different now than it did years ago when we wore 
pressed shirts and high-end suits.

“When we got to Nelson’s we hollered up to him, but 
there was no answer.  His neighbor, Antonio, informed 
us that he left but offered to help us install the new 
hammock.  With a little teamwork we got the old one 
down and the new one up.  While we were working, 
Antonio told us more about Nelson’s family, whom he’s 
known his whole life.  

“Our family often talks about how everyone has a 
story, and we remind each other that nobody has the 
right to judge anyone else. As we listened to Antonio 
recount stories of days past, it really solidified our con-
viction that everyone’s doing the best they can, even if it 
may not seem like it to others.

We didn’t get to see Nelson’s reaction to his new 
hammock when he first saw it, but we ran into him 
a couple days later, and he was still smiling. He told 
us ‘thank you’ a thousand times and said that if it 
weren’t for the pandemic he’d give me the world’s big-
gest hug.

“We thank God for the opportunity to help Nelson 
feel Jesus’ love. We thank God that others have stepped 
up to help Nelson. We pray that this small act of kind-
ness will be the beginning of something life-changing 
for this poor, lost soul.”

“(Notice how the loving actions of one family at-
tracted similar acts from others. That is how God’s grace 
multiplies almsgiving.)

“May God bless you all with his grace during Holy 
Week and grant you a Happy Easter!

FATHER CARVILLE is a retired priest in the Diocese of Baton 
Rouge and writes on current topics for The Catholic 
Commentator. He can be reached at johnnycarville@
gmail.com.

 Carmody family finds Lazarus in Puerto Rico

Another 
Perspective

Father John Carville

Please pray for the priests, deacons and religious women and men in the Baton Rouge Diocese.
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Apr. 14 Rev. Mathew Dunn
 Dcn. Ricky P. Oubre
 Sr. Ann Maria Mathew SOM
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Early in my Foreign Service career, I learned a 
valuable lesson from an older, more seasoned 
boss. 

At that time, I was serving as the press attaché at 
the U.S. Embassy in Guatemala City. Before joining the 
Foreign Service, I had studied journalism 
at LSU, interned at the Morning Advocate 
and worked as a radio news reporter. 

As the embassy’s press attaché I had 
multiple roles, including supporting the 
efforts of the ambassador and the rest of 
the embassy team, helping visiting U.S. 
journalists and working with local media. 
My goal in all of these roles was to make 
sure that articles were accurate. 

 I’d like to digress here and say that I 
grew up in the rural outskirts of Baton 
Rouge as the only girl in an all-boy, very 
small neighborhood. I learned early that 
I had to be tough to stand up to all those 
boys. My attitude became, by necessity, 
to give back as good as I got.

Paradoxically, as an introvert, I hate 
confrontation. As my skill with words 
increased over time, I frequently found it 
easier to write something to someone rather than to face 
them personally.

In Guatemala I saw a pattern emanating from one 
particular radio station. Its journalists, uniformly and 
often unfairly, were critical of the United States and our 
policies. I sent that station published reports with the 
correct facts, hoping those facts would make their way 
into the next broadcast. That never happened. I reached 
my limit when I read the transcript of a broadcast that 
personally attacked our ambassador.  

I responded in the way I had learned growing up, by 
hitting back. I drafted a very strong “Letter to the Edi-

tor,” refuting the negative points made in the broadcast 
and defending our ambassador. As required in our 
hierarchical system, I took the “Letter to the Editor” to 
my boss for his approval.

He read the letter, then leaned back in his chair and 
pushed a wave of his hair off his forehead. 
“Have you paid a courtesy call on the direc-
tor of the radio station yet?” he asked. 

“No,” I replied, “not yet.”
“Well,” my boss said, “this is a cogent 

letter, but before we send it out let’s pay a 
courtesy call at the station.”

Because the letter was time sensitive, I 
set up an appointment as quickly as I could. 
When we were ushered into the office of 
the radio station’s owner, my boss began 
chit-chatting, asking the owner about how 
he was doing, inquiring about the owner’s 
wife and children, joking about local soccer 
teams. I impatiently waited for him to get to 
the point. I had a lot of work waiting for me 
back at the office, and why bother to be nice 
to someone who clearly hated the United 
States? After a half-hour or so, my boss 
stood up, signaling the end of the meeting. 

Neither he nor the owner had said anything about the 
station’s coverage of U.S. policy in Central America, our 
ambassador or the misinformation the radio station was 
broadcasting.

Back in the car, I questioned my boss about never 
raising the burning issue.

“In my experience,” he mildly replied, “it is best to 
introduce yourself before you start sending in letters 
to the editor and such things. It’s easy for journalists 
to attack people they don’t know. It’s harder to attack 
someone they have met and liked. And besides, now he 
knows we are paying attention to him and his station. 

Sometimes that is all they want, for us to pay attention.” 
I was highly skeptical, but he was the boss. We didn’t 

send the letter to the editor. Amazingly, after our visit, 
the attacks against U.S. policy and the ambassador 
stopped. Completely.

I took this lesson to heart, and put it to good use at 
various times in my career. Before responding in kind, 
even when it was merited, I made an effort to get to 
know the other party. Having an initial friendly meeting 
makes later difficult conversations go a lot easier.

I recalled this lesson recently. I subscribe to an app 
that allows neighbors to exchange information. A post-
ing thread started about who is responsible for a tree 
that grows on a property line. One neighbor was highly 
incensed that he was being forced to clean up leaves for 
a tree not his. Who, he wanted to know, is responsible 
for paying for trimming the tree? Who is responsible 
for cleaning up the copious leaves that fall? Who has 
the right to cut down the tree? It became quite a long 
thread, with various neighbors jumping in to cite legali-
ties, city ordinances, and difficult situations they had 
had with neighbors. 

It was a long, long discussion before someone rather 
timidly asked, “Have you spoken to your neighbor about 
this?” And, of course, it transpired that the original 
poster had not. He had shied away from what he as-
sumed was going to be a confrontation.

How often do we all do this? Start out assuming the 
worst when there is a problem, rather than starting out 
by offering a friendly hand and an amiable conversa-
tion? I know I have been guilty of it but since Guatemala 
I strive to build a bridge of friendship before launching 
the grenades – even in the form of letters – that are go-
ing to destroy any possibility of a bridge.

GIANELLONI, a Baton Rouge native, works for the U.S. 
Foreign Service. 

Building bridges, or at least not burning them

Resurrection an invitation to live in hope

Building  
Bridges

Julie Gianelloni

From the Bishop 
Bishop Michael G. Duca

But Mary stayed outside 
the tomb weeping. And 
as she wept, she bent 

over into the tomb and saw two 
angels in white sitting there … 
And they said to her, “Woman, 
why are you weeping?” She said 
to them, “They have taken my 
Lord, and I don’t know where 
they laid him.”

When she had said this, 
she turned around and saw 
Jesus there, but did not know 
it was Jesus.  Jesus said to her, 
“Woman, why are you weeping? 

Whom are you looking for?”  She 
thought it was the gardener and 
said to him, “Sir, if you carried 
him away, tell me where you laid 
him, and I will take him.”

Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She 
turned and said to him in He-
brew, “Rabbouni,”* which means 
teacher  (Jn 20: 11-16).

Christ is Risen!  He is Risen 
indeed!

Once again, the proclamation 
and celebration of Jesus’ resur-
rection cuts through the difficul-
ties and tragedies of this past 
year with a light that dispels the 
darkness of our hearts.  A year 
ago (seems longer) we celebrated 
Easter (even if it was by necessi-
ty virtual) just a few weeks after 
our official lock down on March 
13, 2020.  Now after one year we 
are together again to renew our 
“Hope in the Lord.”   This Easter 
the story of Mary of Magdala’s 
encounter with the risen Jesus 
opens up the power and the 

healing of this wondrous feast 
that we so desperately need.

Mary of Magdala comes to 
the tomb filled with sorrow and 
grief.  She looks into an empty 
tomb and feels an even greater 
loss of hope.  We arrive this 
Easter at the empty tomb, like 
Mary, with hearts burdened by 
grief for our friends and families 
who have died, anxiety, finan-
cial stress and the challenges of 
being distanced for so long from 
the ones we love.  We are so tired 
of this pandemic that like Mary 
we are not even expecting a 
miracle as we look at the empty 
tomb.

Yet in this lowest of moments 
Jesus appears to Mary.  Mary 
did not recognize Jesus at first 
because his appearance was the 
same but also somehow MORE 
as well.  But when he called her 
name, she knew him.  Jesus said 
that the sheep know the voice 
of the shepherd and Mary knew 

the loving way Jesus called her 
name.  The Scripture says that 
when she heard her name, “she 
turned” toward Jesus.  In that 
turning she turned away from 
her grief and despair and faced 
the warm and restorative light 
of Christ’s resurrection.  She was 
awakened from the fog and sad-
ness of grief to see clearly once 
again. Mary was empowered 
with a hope so deep that where 
before she felt overwhelmed now 
all seemed possible once again.

The resurrection of Jesus is 
not an event to be marveled at 
from afar, or simply an histori-
cal act to be believed as a tenet 
of faith.  No, the power of Jesus’ 
resurrection is that it is an invi-
tation to live in the unbelievable 
Hope that he has overcome sin 
and death.  He calls our name 
and if we answer with faith, we 
find the inspiration and hope to 
turn away from the old where all 
seems lost and embrace the call 

to a new future where all good 
things seem possible.  

We need the power of Christ’s 
resurrection to lift us out of our 
sadness and grief.  This hope is 
not a panacea that will protect 
us from the hard work before us 
to heal, restore and inspire our 
broken world.  But it is a hope 
that will sustain our mission 
in difficult times because our 
hope is in Jesus Christ crucified 
and risen from the dead who is 
greater than any difficulties we 
may face.  

St. Mother Teresa of Kolkata 
sums this up in a simple prayer:   

“Let nothing so fill you with 
sorrow that you forget the joy of 
Christ risen from the dead.”  

May this Easter you hear 
the risen Jesus call your name. 
When you recognize his voice, 
TURN to him and believe.  Ev-
erything will change!

Christ is Risen!  He is Risen 
Indeed!
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ClassifiedsThe Catholic Commentator
PO Box 3316
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For help placing your classified ad, 
call 225-387-0983. All classified ads are prepaid. 

Credit cards are now accepted.

Help Wanted Help Wanted

Business serviceBusiness service Business service

Seeks Full-Time Instructors for the 
2021-2022 School Year

Experienced in • English • Math • Science
• Religion/Campus Ministry

Please send letter of interest and resume to:
Mr. Kevin Landry, Assistant Principal

kevinlandry@smhsbr.org
17521 Monitor Avenue

Baton Rouge, LA  70817
Fax 225-753-0605

St. Michael
High School

Holy Trinity Catholic Elementary School
Bay St. Louis, Mississippi

is now accepting
APPLICATIONS FOR PRINCIPAL

FOR THE 2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR
Master of Education 

Administration/Leadership 
486 Administrative Certification or Ability to Obtain Certification 

Active Member of the Catholic Faith

Complete application at www.biloxidiocese.org
Forward with resume and license to:

Dr. Rhonda Clark
 Superintendent of Education

rclark@biloxidiocese.org
1790 Popps Ferry Road

Biloxi, MS 39532
228-702-2130

Applications accepted through April 9, 2021

In sales employment advertisements, the advertiser must name the 
product or service to be sold. Ads must state how wages will be paid (sal-
ary, commissions, etc.) if money is mentioned. The ad must also state if 
there is an investment required.

BROUSSEAU'S Painting
Interior and exterior painting. Experi-
enced and reliable. Free estimates. Call 
225-241-8488.

HOUSE WASHING
MILDEW REMOVAL

CALL 225-276-8236

Dave’s Bicycle Repair and Sales. Free 
estimate. Expert economical repair on all 
brands. Call 225-924-4337. By appoint-
ment only.

Allan’s Tree Service
Specializes in large and dangerous tree 
removal. Licensed and insured.  Senior 
citizen and law/military discounts.  Allan 
Johnson 225-241-8789.

Mr. D’s Tree Service
3 Licensed Arborists

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

Don Decell  owner
225-292-6756

THOMAS LUNDIN, CPA
Accounting and taxes for businesses, 
non-profits and individuals; business, 
computer, financial and management 
services. 30 years experience; profes-
sional, prompt and personal attention. 
Call 225-296-0404.

Custom Face Masks & More
Personalization is my specialty!  

I bring your designs to life
with DIVA flair.  Face masks, t-shirts, 

onesies, drink ware,
home décor, & MORE!

www.etsy.com/shop/divinediva33

CALL TYRONE
“WHEN IT NEEDS FIXING”

LEAKING SINKS, FAUCETS, PIPES
UNCLOG DRAINS AND TOILETS 
REPAIRS OR REPLACE GARBAGE 

DISPOSALS
PLUS OTHER REPAIRS

SUCH AS SMALL ENGINES AND 
HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES, ETC.

CALL 225-802-4522 OR 225-346-6246

Charlotte’s Custom Designs
Drapery, Roman Shades, Bedding,  

Fabrics, Upholstery, Shutters and Blinds.
225-936-8649

HOUSEKEEPER
MATURE DEPENDABLE

20 + YEARS EXPERIENCE
HAVE REFERENCES

CALL DEBBIE
225-369-1976

LEBLANC’S TREE & STUMP
REMOVAL, INC.

Prompt service–Free estimates
FULLY INSURED

E. H. “Eddie” LeBlanc
Phone 383-7316

R E N E W F A S T P A S S
I R E N E R I S E E L L E
B E A T I T U D E S A L A R

G A G A T H R O N G
D R A C H M A A C O L Y T E
A I M A T L I T A N Y
R A I N Y R O S E C H A
E T T E C O K I E C H O C
D A Y S I D E S A I N T

L I B I D O C A N O E
U P S I L O N B E R N A R D
S U C C O R O L E O
A M A H I N F A L L I B L E
G A L E U N I T L O U I S
E S P N M E T E S U M P S

moc.scilohtacrofsemagdrow.www

Discalced  Carmelites  – The Secular Order of Discalced Carmelites will 
meet Sunday, April 11, 2 p.m., at the Our Lady of Mercy Parish Activity Center 
in the St. Anne Room, 444 Marquette Ave., Baton Rouge. For details, call Ethlyn 
White at 225-803-3391 or email robertwhite456@att.net.

 
Pro-Life Mass – St. Agnes Church, 749 East Blvd., Baton Rouge, will celebrate 

a pro-life Mass Tuesday, April 13, 5:30 p.m. For more information, call 225-383-
4127.

Called to Love Virtual Retreat – The Office of Marriage and Family Life of 
the Diocese of Baton Rouge will sponsor a Called to Love marriage preparation 
virtual retreat Saturday, April 17 – Sunday, April 18. For more information and to 
register, visit diobr.org/mfl or call Mila Gernon at 225-242-0323.

The Junior High Retreat – The Youth and Young Adult Ministry Office of the 
Diocese of Baton Rouge is sponsoring a junior high retreat Friday, April 30 – 
Sunday, May 2, at Camp Abbey, 77002 KC Camp Road, Covington.  The retreat is 
for middle school students in sixth-eighth grade. For more information, contact 
the youth minister of your local church parish.

Hot-off the Press 
& Delivered  
to You for Only  
$14 per year

To subscribe, call 225-387-0983. 

T H e  C a T H o L i C  C o M M e N T a T o R
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Classifieds
Help Wanted Help Wanted

In sales employment advertisements, the 
advertiser must name the product or ser-
vice to be sold. Ads must state how wages 
will be paid (salary, commissions, etc.) if 
money is mentioned. The ad must also 
state if there is an investment required.

announcements

We are in need of a 
PART-TIME PROFESSIONAL

COUNSELOR
 in our Baton Rouge clinic. 

 

Send cover letter and resume to
amillet@womansnewlife.com. Please do not call

or drop in. Interviews will be done by
appointment only. Office hours: 7:30am-4:00pm

ABOUT WOMAN'S NEW LIFE CLINIC
Woman’s New Life Clinic is a Christian organization
promoting the sanctity of human life, the dignity of

women, and the sacredness of sexuality through
medical and mental health services.

www.womansnewlife.com 

INTERESTED IN JOINING
OUR TEAM?

For sale

For sale

Single Cemetery plot in Resthaven’s 
Garden of Prayer in Baton Rouge.  $3900.  
Call 225-384-0070.

Greenoaks Memorial.  4 plots in Garden 
of Crucifix $9000; $5000 for 2 plots.  Call 
786-271-3476 or 305-761-8675.

Two Cemetery plots in front Resthaven’s 
Crucifix Garden.  $3500 each.  Call 225-
806-3084.

Hillcrest Cemetery Groom Rd Baker LA. 
Six plots in a row.  $1700 each in sets of 
2.  Or all 6 for $1600 each.  Call 225-683-
3518

Located in Donaldsonville LA, lot 60 x 120 
near church and school.  Asking $25.000.  
Call 225-473-1420

DYK
From page 2

1555 in order preserve it and 
prevent pilgrims from touch-
ing the actual bedrock where it 
is believed Jesus’ body was laid 
and installed a slab of marble 
over the limestone burial. In Oc-
tober 2016, the world watched 
as the tomb was opened for the 
first time in centuries.

The project was carried out 
by a team of scientists from the 
National Technical University 
of Athens in an effort to restore 
the site’s Edicule – the chapel-
like structure that encloses the 
tomb.

The research team had not 
initially planned on opening the 
actual tomb until they realized 
they needed to complete work 
inside the site to prevent later 
damage. The patriarchs agreed 
the work was necessary.  When 
the work began, the doors to the 
church were locked and team 
members went inside to lift a 
slab that covers the holy bed. 

“When the riggers went in to 
actually open the stone covering, 
it was library silence,” said Dr. 
Fredrik Hiebert, archaeologist-
in-residence for National Geo-
graphic, reportedly said. “It was 
incredible. It was almost like you 
could hear people breathing. It 
was almost like we were listen-
ing to (see) if we could hear the 
riggers move the marble slab.”

Among the first people to 
examine the inside of Christ’s 
tomb were leaders and repre-
sentatives from three major 
Christian denominations: Ro-
man Catholic, Armenian and 
Greek Orthodox. They were re-
portedly “all smiles” when they 
came out. When it was the Na-
tional Geographic team’s turn, 
they were simply overwhelmed, 
according to Hiebert.

 “I continue to be an archae-
ologist in residence at National 
Geographic and I continue to go 
on my digs,” Hiebert had said. 
“But I don’t think in my life I will 
ever encounter something that 
had such a personal resonance. 

It’s changed me a lot.”
After removing the marble 

slab, researchers found a layer of 
fill debris and below that anoth-
er marble slab engraved with a 
cross, likely from the Crusaders 
era. When the final layer was re-
moved, a rough-hewn limestone 
slab was revealed. 

This is believed to be the ac-
tual rock where Jesus was laid 
before his resurrection.

In an analysis after the dis-
covered mortar, and its quartz 
mineral within dating to the 
fourth century, making the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
the most probable burial site of 
Jesus, according to the experts.

The restorers cut a small 
window from the shrine’s mar-
ble walls for pilgrims to see the 
bare stone of the ancient burial 
cave.

And this, itself, is an invita-
tion for people looking for facts 
about the historical Jesus to also 
see him through the eyes of faith 
and be open to the wonder of the 
good news of Easter.

HOLY WeeK 
From page 1

Delving into Scripture can 
also put us in the midst of the 
events of this sacred time.

“Holy Week is also a time to 
feed ourselves with the word of 
God in the sacred Scripture, es-
pecially the Passion, a time to ac-
company him in his journey like 
the women of Jerusalem. “It is 
a time to return to one of the 
sources of our faith, a daily medi-
tation on the Bible will help us to 
walk in his footsteps to Calvary,” 
Father Ibeh said.

Father Kevin Zubel CSsR, su-
perior of the Redemptorists of 

Baton Rouge and chaplain of the 
Hispanic Apostolate Diocese of 
Baton Rouge, looks forward to 
Holy Week and the sacred tridu-
um with excitement mixed with a 
touch of anxiety. 

“The liturgies represent the 
pinnacle of our church at prayer, 
and thus call for a tremendous 
effort in preparation and celebra-
tion,” he said. “But these days of-
fer us more than reenactments 
of the events of Jesus’ Passion, 
death and resurrection. We are 
not an audience to events of the 
past but witnesses to our own 
story of salvation and redemp-
tion.”

Celebrating these days with 

families or as single persons, to 
prepare for this immersion into 
the paschal mystery of Jesus 
Christ, calls for a creative balance 
of planning and spontaneity, Fa-
ther Zubel noted. The church en-
visions the triduum as a single 
movement over three days, and 
we can enter more deeply into the 
power of these mysteries if we 
prayerfully observe the moments 
between the liturgies.

To develop a plan for Holy 
Week, Father Zubel encouraged 
people to use missalettes or on-
line resources to review how the 
liturgies flow and what they in-
clude. We can develop expecta-
tions but also allow room to em-
brace the experience.

Father Zubel said, “When 
we return home, we can reflect 
and talk about what we just cel-

ebrated and continue the spirit of 
prayer.”

After the Holy Thursday litur-
gy, following a silent vigil in front 
of the Blessed Sacrament can be 
a good time to observe a sense of 
quiet through the night and into 
Good Friday. 

“Maybe it is also a good time 
to put away the screens,” said Fa-
ther Zubel.

“When a parish celebrates 
baptisms during the Easter Vig-
il, parishioners can pray for the 
Elect as they can reflect on our 
own baptism,” he said. “By pre-
viewing the rituals and readings 
and developing a plan to mark 
the hours between the liturgies, 
we can immerse ourselves deeply 
into the paschal mystery and en-
counter there our own story of 
redemption in Jesus Christ,” said 

Father Zubel.
And perhaps the best way to 

prepare for Holy Week is with 
humility.

“Holy Week is a time we cel-
ebrate the fact that Jesus sur-
rendered himself on our behalf 
and paid the ultimate price on 
the cross,” said Father Ibeh. 
“Therefore, we too need to think 
less of ourselves and think more 
of the others. It is time to come 
out of our comfort zone and feel 
the needs, the pains and suffer-
ings of the other, to experience 
the crosses they carry on a daily 
basis and see how we can help 
them. It is a time to show the less 
privileged the tender loving care 
of Jesus ‘who went about doing 
good’ (Acts 10:38). By putting 
smiles on the faces of others, God 
will put smiles on our faces too.” 
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 Prayers Answered 
During tough times, what is the one thing you need most?  Many of us can answer that question without 
hesitation – It’s faith.  The pandemic has affected us all and shifted our focus to what's really important.  
We all know that there are times in life when only faith will see us through. 

 

During the Easter Season, we are reminded of the importance of faith in our lives.  It gives us the strength we need to face what lies 
ahead.  It comforts us when we lose a loved one, when a child goes astray, when our financial futures are uncertain – and, yes, when we 
face a pandemic.  All we have to do is reach out, and Christ will guide us through the darkest of times.   
 

Every day at St. Vincent de Paul, we see people who have nothing left but faith and the certainty that, somehow, God will answer their 
prayers for themselves and their children, little boys and girls like those in the photos.  And He does.  He sends out an army of 
volunteers and supporters to do His work.  They serve meals, read to homeless children, dispense medications, provide financial support 
– whatever is needed, they do willingly on His behalf. 
 

This year, our Dining Room will provide over 200,000 meals to the poor, homeless, elderly and disabled, and every meal we serve is an 
answer to someone’s prayer.  Our Bishop Ott Shelter programs are a refuge for thousands of men, women, children and families who 
desperately need a safe place to stay and a chance to start over.  For people who can’t afford their critically needed medications, our 
Community Pharmacy is a lifeline, filling prescriptions that will save lives.   
 

As the pandemic continues to impact our economy, we are seeing more new faces – people who take pride in their independence and 
never thought they would have to ask for help; men and women who have worked all their lives, but no longer have jobs to go to; 
mothers who can’t provide adequate nourishment for themselves and their growing children.   
 

For 156 years, St. Vincent de Paul has been there for people who have nowhere else to turn, and we have faith that we’ll be here as long 
as there is a need for our services.  We know that Jesus is here at St. Vincent de Paul.  He’s beside us every minute of every day.  He 
resides in every heart.   
 

Holy Week gives us an opportunity to live our faith, but also to 
reflect on the blessings in our lives.  Will you share your blessings 
by extending a helping hand to someone who is experiencing a 
crisis in their life?  We hope you will support our efforts by mailing 
in an Easter gift, or giving online at svdpbr.org.   

 

Give online at: www.svdpbr.org or mail your gift to St. Vincent de Paul, P.O. Box 127, Baton Rouge, LA 70821 

Cut out and send in with your financial gift. 
I have enclosed an Easter gift of $_________ to St. Vincent de Paul. 

Name: __________________________________________________ 
Address: ________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: __________________________________________      

PANDEMIC 
From page 1

live auction, which exceeded all 
financial expectations.

Some parishes, including St. 
Margaret, developed phone trees 
where staff members would call 
every parishioner once a week.  “I 
say theologically, spiritually, the 
two months of having no people 
in the church were very diffi-
cult,” Father David said. “Some 

of us were able to pivot very well 
because we had the technology 
and means to do so.  It required 
creativity to discover how we 
were going to communicate with 
our parishioners without seeing 
them.”

Countless lessons were 
learned, some that will likely 
shape parishes for years to come, 
Father David said. Perhaps most 
significant is for pastors not to 
cut corners when it comes to in-

vesting in electronic media and 
electronic infrastructure. He said 
even after the pandemic is over, 
the popularity of the electronic 
component is not going to fade. 
Plus, an increased electronic 
media presence appears to have 
created what Father David called 
“exciting dynamics” in terms of 
demography. 

He said St. Margaret’s home-
bound parishioners were “overly 
excited” with the opportunity of 
viewing the Mass live. “This was 
the first opportunity for them to 
connect with their local commu-
nity that they would have never 
had a chance to do before be-
cause we never were able to do 
it,” he said. “If we do (electronic 
media) and do it well, we are ap-
pealing to a certain demography 
that is more comfortable with 
the digital age than has been in 
the past, which I think is hopeful 
and exciting.  We have new av-
enues for evangelization at our 
fingertips!”

“I think electronic (media) 
use is one of the biggest things 
to emerge as a result of this pan-
demic,” he added. “If you are not 
using electronic means to solicit 
donations, maybe it is time to 

consider that. If you are not us-
ing your website or social media 
to minister, maybe it is time to 
reconsider that too.”

So what will the future look 
like, when society settles into 
what will likely be a vastly differ-
ent normal? 

Although neighboring Missis-
sippi and Texas, along with sev-
eral other states, have dropped 
many, if not all of their COVID-19 
protocols, Father David said he 
does not foresee a similar situ-
ation playing out in Louisiana 
whatsoever.  

“I don’t know that we are go-
ing to have a ‘flip the switch day’ 
to return to normalcy,” he said. 
“I think our approach is the wise 
one, and that is gradual reintro-
duction.”

But there remains the genu-
ine concern if Catholics will flock 
back to church when doors do 
reopen or will parishioners opt 
to attend Mass via the comfort of 
their own home? 

“We have seen some who have 
been able to justify not coming to 
Mass but can justify other parts 
of living,” Father David said. “I 
can go out to eat at a restaurant, 
but I can’t go to Mass?  Such a 

rationale is rather confusing!  
While we do have a dispensation, 
I think that the spirit of the Bish-
op’s dispensation is to protect the 
vulnerable. But there are prob-
ably other people who should be 
coming to Mass but just don’t.”

Operational changes may also 
be on tap at the diocesan level, 
with Father David expressing the 
potential of more of the work of 
the chancery being carried out 
through virtual meetings, which 
have proven effective with many 
of the Catholic Life Center em-
ployees working remotely. 

Father David said changes 
may even creep into the actual 
Mass, noting that parishioners 
have been asking when they will 
be able to receive the precious 
blood of Christ at Communion. 
“I don’t know when, and if, this 
practice will resume,” he said. 
“Even before COVID we (occa-
sionally) had to stop commu-
nion from the cup during flu 
season.

“I think (the pandemic) will 
cause us to reconsider the very 
fabric of what we consider nor-
mal. I think our expectations of 
normal have changed and will 
continue to evolve.”
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